All models were adjusted for baseline variables (age, gender, Charlson co-morbidity index, acute physiology and chronic health evaluation (APACHE) IV score, admission type, and sepsis on admission). The marginal structural model was furthermore adjusted to time-varying variables: sequential organ failure assessment (SOFA) score, sepsis status, temperature, sodium, urea concentration, acidosis, hematocrit, mechanical ventilation and sedative and analgesic medications. The logistic regression analysis returns the odds ratio (OR) and the survival analysis and marginal structural model return the subdistribution (SHR) hazard ratios. Delirium was included as a time-dependent variable in the competing risks survival regression and marginal structural models. a Sedated patients were reclassified based on the first available valid delirium assessment following the cessation of sedation, using backward imputation. b Patients were classified as being exposed when they had at least two consecutive days of positive CAM-ICU screening. These patients were compared to all other patients. Patients with one day of delirium before discharge or death were excluded. Patients having delirium before sedation or coma and awakening with delirium were classified as delirious. 
